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SIR”. Tg 
K XN. T7 Hen the Ifraelites ' were in de- 


the Fpyprian oak, becauſe -the \Red Sea 


ſeemed to be an Invincible Stoppage to their 
Flight 3 God commanded Moſes to Lift up 


his'Rod, and That inſtrumentally  dryided 
the Waters and made Them room to eſcape. 
In this appointment of Providence Moſes 


his Rod was the Complete Emblem of the 


Magiſtrates Coercive Power ; which 1s the 
only Competent Means under God to recover 
Men from the Bondage of Reigning Vice, 
and to force a paſſage thro their oppoſmg In- 
clinations, without which it is morally impoſ- 


foble they ſhould ever ger Free; What pre- 
Jent need we have that T his Rod of Moſes 


(hould be lifted up ; and what ſucceſs it pro- 


2 miſes 


ſpair of ever getting free from 


of ; 
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| thods are in Reſpeit of This, —- ts the eAr- 
 gunent. of the following Diſcourſe 2 Which 


We blic "Pert 4 riows, Power ; 
You ' in Jour SE ws. 


miſes rewards the publick Reformation of | 
Alanners ; and bam Hepeleſs 5 all ther Ade- 


You having hanoured with a liheral Approba- 
tion, I cannot but Jend it amongſt M's be 
a }. {are Remembrance of what ® 0. 
oy Tox pn fv + 4 nieg 
fe Tack, hat was Mine ; butta 
take Advice ky Al N vPro as You 4 appear 
to have done, indicates; 'ſo. much | oth of }W 
don. and Goodneſs, that I bepe.the Hong 
it will always. Acc 2 am.Yow i i this 9 
follow, You to the Future, 5 To be en fig 


more glorious AF. , and This .s in Your 
Os. "od 7 gorate and prof} o{per and Grown 
wr juſt ndeapours to 4 Jo. Thur humbly 
ys He, whow 
| Yours, * ; 
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——PFor aft that are in Authority ; that we: 


may kad a quiet and peaceable Life, in alt 
Godlimeſs. and Honey lt 


” N: the foregoing Verle the Apoſtle: gives. Di. 
re&ions cqucerning Prayer; He requires us: 
_ to, pray: (in entice. Charity). for dll Men; 
S.. and: his Choice of Words points out what ic 
is we are-to pray for, awe inthe behalf of all Men: - 
For, Firſt, (he ſays) there muſt be Supplications, i. e, 
we. muſt pray for all, that God. wauld beftaw upon. 
them ſuch Blefings as are needful : Next, There 
muſt be Prayers, to render the Word more diſtinct. 
ly, Deprecatians, i. c, we mult pray for all, thar God: 
would take away his diſpleaſure, and avert hs pg: 

ments from them : Then, There muſt be Intercef- 


ſions, i.e, we mult pray, that God. would apply the. 


Means of Salvation to all that fic in; darknels; and 


of Converſion to all that walk contrary co the Light 
rhaf 
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chat is afforded them : and Laſtly, There muſt be 
Thankſgivings, i. e. we muſt Thank God for all the 


Bleſſings we ſee beſtow'd on Others ; to ſignify that 


we. have a feeling Complacency in the-Comforts 


that Others enjoy thro God's,.good Providence ; 


whether ir be his Pleaſure that We enjoy the ſame, 
or no. v2.1 
Having given this Direction to pray for All Men 
in general, he comes, in the Verſe of the Text, to 
require ' our Prayers for ſome particular Orders of 
Men in a more eſpecial manner ; and that is, For 
Kings, and for all that are in Authority : Now there 
is Room for the Queſtion, Whar it is we are to pray 
for in behalf of Theſe > And ſome would have it 
meant by the Apoſtle that 'we ſhould pray for Thoſe 
in the following Form of Words, ( viz; ) That we 
may live ( under them) a quiet and peaceable Life in 
all Godlineſs and Honefly * But this Interpretation, as 
it is Wanting in Reſpe& to the Governing Powers, 
ſo it is in itſelf a formal Abſurdiry ; For that to 
pray on this manner, would be to pray not at all for 
Them, bur purely for Ourſelves ; the whole pro- 
ſpect of the Words extending no farther than our 
Own advantage. I know it is Lawtul co pray that 
we may ſo live under the Governing Powers ; But 
the Queſtion is, Whether ſuch a' Prayer be a Diſ- 
charge of that Dury cowards Them which the Apo- | 
Rle is here inſiſting upon ? Ir is Lawful for me to 
pray that any private Man may do me a JT: 
cc; 


fice ; but would any interpret that ſuch a Prayer 
were a Prayer for that Man, or did .difcharge any 
part of my. Duty of Charity towards Him ? And if 
ſuch a Prayer could not acquir me of my Duty to- 
wards a-Private Man; much lels can it acquit me 
towards Thoſe that are in Authority ; whoſe Care and 
Character extends our Duty to.larger meaſures. 

We may conclude therefore that This Form of 
Words. was not at all intended for the Matter; buc 
only for the Motive of our Prayer. | 

To determine then What we are af to pray for 
in the behalf of Kings, and all that are in Authority, 
This may be the Rule ( viz, ): We are to 'pray-for 
them, _ in their Perſonal. Capacities, with the ſame 
proſpects of Charity that we do for other Men; but 
in their Relative Capacities, i. e. as they are Kings 
and Magiſtrates, we are to pray for all ſuch Blel- 


ſings upon Them as are ſuitable to their Relations : 
All wt 


ch (in ſhort) may be included in This ; 
That God would diſpoſe them to, and furniſh them 
for, and proſper them in.a due diſcharge of their 
Reſpective Offices. Now This, as it will be the 
greateſt Bleſling to Themſelves; ſo (the Text tel)s. 
us- that ) it will be  Conſequentially che greateſt 
Bleſſing ro Us : For This will be the Fruit and Ef- 
fe& of ſuch an Adminiſtration, That we ſhall be 
able to live under it 4 quiet' and peaceable life in. all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. © 
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From- the Words therefote I ſhall draw Theſe 
Two Heads of Conſideration. 

I. The Magiſtrates Influence upon the publick Wel- 
fare © And, 5 

Il. The Proper Matter of the Magiſtrates Charye. 


As for the Magiſtrates Influence upon the publick 


Welfare ; It appears evidently from the Hypotheſis 
of the Text; which is' This, That if Magiſtrates 
rule Well, Peace, Godlinels and Honefty will be 
the natural Fruits of their Adminiſtration. 

And as for the Proper Matter of the Magiſtrates 
Charge, It appears as evidently from the ſame ; For 
ſince God has made Magiſtrates a Competent Means 
_ to procure ſuch great Bleffings co humane Sociery, 
Who can doubt bur that it is the Proper Buſineſs of 
Magiſtrates to-intend'and take care of the ſamie Blef- 
ſings, thar they are deſigned to procute ? 

| begin with the Firſt Conſideration ; The Magi- 
rates Influence upon-the publick Welfare; 

I is the known Method of God to draw Good 
ont of Evil ; And accordingly we may' obſerve that 
there were Three remarkably Good Conſequences 
which- followed upon Sin; For, It brought forth 
Sorrow ;| It Occaſimed ai Redeemer ; and It mad Go- 
wernment neceſſary: Wheteof 


* The Firſt is the Natural - 
The Second'is-the' Federal Cure' of Sin: 
And the Third is the Political Y 


And 
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And thus the ſame Wile Providence that has ap- 
pointed Vipers and other Venomous Creatures to car- 
Ty in themſelves Antidotes againſt their Own Poyſon, 
has made theſe Conſequences of Sin to be Sana- 
tive and Recovering, as much as Sin itſelf is 
Poyſonous and Deadly. 

I. Sin brought forth Sorrow; Which, without ſin, 
Man had never known : But fince he knows Sin, It 
is Happy for him to know Sorrow ; Becauſe (as One 
of the Antients expreſſes himſelf upon che matter of 
this Obſervation) Peccatum peperit Triſtitiam, & Filia 
deſtruit Matrem. Sin brought forth Sorrow, and the 
Daughter deſtroys the Mother. 

Il. Sin occaſteened a Redeemer ; Of Whom, with-_ 
out it, there had been no need : But ſince a Redeemer 
was needful, Felix Culpa! que tantum meruit Re- 
—_— : Even Happy Sm | that met with ſuch a 
Redeemer ; a Redeemer, in Vertue of whole Purchaſe, 
greater Beaticude 1s derived to Penitent Sinners, than 
ever was offered or hoped for in the State of Inno- 
CEnce. | 

But the Third Obſervation (which I am to infiſt 
upon, as being only pertinent to the Subject in hand) 
is This : That Sin made Government Neceſſary. 

It would be perhaps too Curious to diſpute Whe- 
ther there would have been any Government in the 
World, if ſo be Man had not ſinned. We know there 
Is a Government of Order among tt.e Angels that 
are Sinleſs ; And ſuch there might have been among 
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Men; Eſpecially conſidering that even Then the Dif- 
ference of Superiour and Inferiour, and conſequently 
the Right of Rule and Subjetion, would have been 
founded by Nature itſelf in the ordinary Courſe of 
humane Geniture : Bur This we are ſure of : There 
would have been no need of any Coercive Govern-- 
ment; No need of Laws, which (the Apoſtle ſays) 
are ſet not for the Juſt, but for the Unjuſt ; Laws cn- 
forc'd with Penal Sanctions, and aſſerted with Pri- 
ſons, Whips and Gibbers ; There would haye been 
no need of Theſe. Now. This is the Government 
that Sin has made Neceſlary,” and therewithal. made 
Neceſlary its Own Reſtraint and Cure. 
The preſent ſtate of humane Pravity,Man's proud 
Appertices and Injurious Paſſions, has made Govern- 
ment neceſlary. with all its Arts and Inftruments of 
Coercion : So Neceſlary, that humane Society can- 
not poſhbly ſubſiſt without it : So Neceſlary, that 
the moſt T'yrannous Government that ever was in 
the World, is more Eligible than No Government : 
Becauſe, while the Government is never ſo Tyran- 
nous, that Tyranny can only expreſs ic {elf in the 
Enormities of a Few ; the Multitude muſt in the 
mean time be kept within the bounds of Right and 
Reaſon : Whereas in Caſe of No Government, Eve- 
ry. one is let looſe to a the ſame Inſolencies and 
Wrongs. "The Tyranny of Goyernment may Cut - 
men ſhort in ſome deſirable Commodities of Lite, as 
Eaſe and Plenty ; bur it cannot in the mean time but 
; | aſlerr 
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aſſert them to the enjoyment of thoſe which are far 
Greater ; I mean thole mentioned in the Text, Peace 


Gedlineſs and Honeſty : For ſhould not Thele be al-, 


ſerted, the Government ic ſelf would mou[der and go 


to ruin: When the Magittrate takes not Care of thele 
Beſt of things; he is Perfidious to Himlelf, he ſup- 
plants his own Dignity, and cuts down the Bough 
he ſits upon. 

For as Society cannot ſubliſt wichout Govern- 
ment; ſo neither can Government ſubſiit without 
Peace ; Nor Peace without Honeſty ; Nor Honeſt 
without Godlineſs : So that if we do but conſider the 
neceſſary Dependence that theſe things have one upon 
another, we ſhall ſee the Reaſon, why every Go- 
vernment, that will be Juſt co iclelf, muſt neceſſa- 
rily provide for the Maintenance of chem All : And 
Magiſtrates, tho we ſhould ſuppoſe them to be in 
themſelves neicher Peaceable, Godly, nor Honelt ; 
yet muſt they take care that the Publick be ſo, in re- 

ard of their own Intereſt, which muſt unayoidably 
Tok without it. 

I. Government cannot ſubſiſt without Peace ; And 
this ſecures that Peace muſt be provided for by Law : 
A Kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand : and a 
Kingdom is divided againſt itſelf not only by pub- 
lick Tumults and Rebellions; bur likewiſe by the 
neglect of Private Injuſtices and Wrongs. Rebellion 
bears down the Fabrick of Government at Once; 
but eyery private Outrage, if encouraged by Impu- 

2 nity, 
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' nity, pulls out 2 Stone ; and fo renders the Fabrick 


looſe and weak : . Nor will Rebellion ſtay long be- 
hind ſo fair a Pretext as is the Want of Particular 


Juſtice and Protection. 


IT. Neither can Peace ſubſilt without Honeſty. 
Honeſty: is ſometimes taken in ſimple Oppoſition to 
thoſe Vices that are Injurious, as Fraud, Violence, 
Breach of Contract, and thelike ; All which are Im- 
mediate diſturbers of Peace : But This is a Reſtrain- 
ed ſenſe of the Word ; For Honeſty, in its proper 
latitude, is oppoled to all manner of Vice, and ſo it 
is in the Text; And we may afhrm,that Peace can- 
not ſubſiſt without Honeſty, even in this Latitude 
of ſignification : Becauſe, "There is no Kind of Vice 
but whart is in effect an Enemy to Publick Peace. 
Ex. gr. 

Neither Idleneſs nor Luxury ſeem to have any 
malignant Aſpe&t upon Others ; they ſeem to threaten 
none with il] —_ but the perſonally Guil- 
ty ; The Idle man feems to propoſe the enjoyment 
of his Eaſe, and the Luxurious man of his Pleafure, 
without the deſign of troubling or moleſting any 
one Elfe : And yet when Theſe Vices have 1. Kan 
men to Poverty (as chither they neceſlarily tend) they 
certainly lead on to Sournels and Diſcontent, and 


\ a conſequent Deſire of publick Diſturbance and 
Change, Some Vices are deſtructive to Peace Di- 


realy and at hand; ſome only at a Diſtance, and 
by remoter Influence ; But Theſe arc no lefs to be 
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apprehended by the Government : For that Poyſon 
that'is longer working, and more by Circuit, does 
the ſame miſchief ; Ic kitls, and with this only dif- 
ference, that men are leſs awareof the danger. Some 
Vices embroil at Home, by Invading Rights, or 
grounding Animoſities, or gathering Factions; and 
fome expoſe to Enemies from abroad, by enervating 
mens Bodies, or effeminating their Minds, or 
rendring thera purely ſelfiſh and regardleſs of the 
Common welfare ; whereby the-State muſt neceſla- 
rily become weak and defencelels. And thus Every 
Vice, if propagated, as it will be by Licence and / 
Impunity, is deftruRive to Peace in irs own ten- 
dency ; which Governours, tho Ill men, cannor bur 
be aware of ; Abſtracting from the Judgment of 
Gods Diſpleaſure, which Governours, when Good 
men, will chiefly fear. And therefore whoever are 
concerned for publick Peace, they are. in prudence 
equally concerned to provide for publick Honeſty. 
But Thirdly, Neithercan Honeſty ſub{ilt without 
Godlinefs, that is, withour a true ſenſe of Religion. 
For Humane Laws, and, the Fear of them can - 
only bind the Ourward Man ;, which \as he will be 
always ſeeking to Ger looſe, fo he will not Long 
want an Occation: Burt when the Inward Man (.. e.) 
the Conſcience,is bound by the power of Religion to 
Good Behaviour, the Publick needs no-farther ſecu- 
rity ; becauſe Occaſion, when offering, . will not 
tempt Such a one to tranſgreſs. And therefore the 
Ecymology 
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Etymology is well enough Gueſt at by Thoſe who 
ſay that Religio comes 4 Religando, from Binding a- 
gain; For Humane Laws are the Firſt Bond. of 
publick Quiet, but Religion is the Second and the 
Stronger. And hence it 1s that Even Atheiſtical Po- 
licicians adviſe their Princes to take eſpecial care of 
' Religion, and to ſee it rooted as firmly as poſlible 
| in the hearts of their People, how ilender hold fo- 
ever it hasof their Own. 
This being the Natural Connexion between theſe 
Three chief Bleſſings of humane Society ; Ir is evi- 
dent that Each of them muſt fall under the Magi- 
ſtrates Care by Force of Intereſt: And how happily 
the proper Care of Magiſtrates will be able to ad- 
vance thpſe Bleſſings, I ſhall chooſe.toſhew in an 1 
Inſtance drawn from that Government to which my 
| Text relates; I mean the Roman, altho Heathen, 
.as it Then was. | | 
The Firſt Colony of Men that gave beginning to 
that Empire, were not more commendable for their 
Vertues than the Reſt of their Neighbours; Indeed 
they had nothing Commendable in Them bur only 
This ; That they put themſelves under Government 
- with a firm Reſolution to obſerve whatſoever their 
Princes and their Laws ſhould require from them : 
And from This bare Principle they grew to be the 
faireſt Inſtance that ever was in the World, How 
far Humane Nature may be improv'd and elevated 
by the ſimple aſſiſtance of Inſticution and Diſcipline. 
As 
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As for Civil Peace, to ſhew how inviolably it 
was preſerved among them, I will only give This 
Inſtance ; That altho they were a People martial 
and brave, yet they eſteemed it infamous to fight a 
Fellow-Citizen : Infomuch that Duelling was a way 
of Vindication perfectly ſcandalous among the Ro 
mans; and when the Point of Honour engaged an 
of them to reſent a particular Indignity, Their only 
Challenge was, To ſhew Who was the Beſt Man/ 
at the Head of the Enemy. 

. As for their Honeſty (in the whole Latitude of 
the Word ) begin where we will, and we ſhall find 
Them Exemplary. So did the Reputation of their 
Integrity obtain in the World, that to ſpeak or act 
More Romano, was taken. in the Common Stile, as 
ſignifying to ſpeak or act Fairly and Sincerely. So 
remarkable was their Juſtice, bs all the World ap- 

eal'd to their Arbitration ; as wherein they were 
ſecure that Right ſhould not: be born down either 
by Fear or Corruption. So ſtrict were They in the! 
Obſervance of their Promiſes, that having promiſed 
to ſend Succour to their Allies upon Occaſion, they 
would not fail to ſend it, cho at a time when Them- 
ſelves lay under the itraiteſt Siege. For as they 
had always an Eye to the Aſſiſtance of Heaven for 
the Iſſue of their Underrakings, fo they thought 
themſelves ſtronger by /their Juſtice, than by their 
Numbers, becauſe more ally'd to that Adiltance : 
And thus keeping awake che Conſciences of che 
Op ' People, 
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People, and always acting ſuch things as were Agrce- 
able to Conſcience, tho of apparent hazard, it raiſed 
their minds to confide in their Gods, and made 
-them conſequently Fearleſs, and their Courage In- 
vincible. So Wonderful was their Conjugal Love 
and Chaſtity, that a Divorce was not: heard of at 
Rome in 500 Years, tho there was nothing to re- 
| ſtrain ir bur only this Conſ1deration, That ic would 
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be look'd on as an Act of Il Fame, 'The like I 
might ſay of their Induſtry, Temperance, and Par- 
cimony ; and yet withal they had ſuch an abſolute 
contempt of all diſhoneſt Gain, chat Il. Men 
could not find room for their Briberies 'amongſt 
them : Their chief Aim being univerſally not Pri- 
vate, but Publick Good ; and their Glory (as one 
of their Generals ſaid upon Occaſion ) not ſo much 
to be Rich, as to Command thoſe that were ſo. 

In the mean time the Source and Bond of all theſe 
Vertues. was their ſtudious Regard of Religion, 
which their Second King had with all induſtrious 
care planted and fixt amongt them. 

And ſuch a Regard they had to the Sincerity of 
Religion, that while any man was obſeryed to live 
looſly and vicioufly, he fell under a Civil Excom- 
munication ; For that Law of their Twelve Ta- 
bles, Inpius ne andeto, &c. prohibired all ſuch from n 
joyning in the Publick Worſhip, till ſuch time as 7 
they could bring Teſtimony of their better beha- 
viour. And fuch an entire 'Veneration did they 
pay 
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pay to their Reputed Gods, that in che diſtreſs of 
Sieges, and fear of Sacking, ' Private Men ſhew'd 
more concern for their Temples and their Images, | 
than for their Own Houles, Families and Fortunes. 
Now this Glorious Advance both of Vertue and 
Piety amongſt them proceeded from the direct Influ- 
ence of the Government ; "Which | had provided 
Laws extending to all Inſtances of Good Manners ; 
and, for'a fence to Theſe, Laws Enforcing Indu- 
ſtry, and Regulating Expences; and,. for a Guar- 
dian of all the Reſt, The Firſt Law in their Tables 
was, Dives caſte adeunto, Which in their Own In- 
terpretation is This, Let Men worſhip the Gods with 
Temperance of body and Purity of mind. Nor were 
Theſe Laws: contented with a bare Promulgarion, 
they were reverenc'd and made venerable by a for- 
mal Inſtitution ; Ic being the Cuſtom ( as Cicero ſays 
it was to the beginning of His days ) that the Chil- 
dren ſhould be inſtructed in their Laws, and learn 
an Abridgment of them memoriter, as a part of their 
neceſſary Education. | 
And yet the Happineſs of Their State did not owe 
irſelf ſo much to Their Laws, as to Their Magj- 
ſtrates. | 
Moſt of their Laws they borrowed from the A4the- 
nians, upon whom This Reproack had been caſt ; 
That the Athenians ſhewed their Wiſdom m making 
Good Laws, but their Folly in not obſerving them: And 
therefore They of Rome being aware of this —_ 
C 0 
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took eſpecial Care that the Execution of their Laws 
ſhould be commirred to-Grave, Honeſt and Active 
Men ; and that ſuch Men ſhould be charged wich a 
vigilant Inſpection into the publick Mannets. Con+ 
cerning which Magiſtrates the Law provided This 
Caution ; 1s Ords vitio careto ; Cateris Specimen eſto ; 
Let that -Order be Men of unſtained Probity, and Ex- 
emples of that Bebawiour which they require from Others : 
Upon which Cicero makes This Reflection, Quod 
| eft, tenemus omni ; If that be obſerved, we have all, we 
\ cax wiſh, Nay to. prevent their Magiſtrates from 
Supinenels and Negle& in- the Execution of their 
Charge, There was another Ordinance, That: all 
Inferiour Magiſtrates ſhon}d be obliged: to juſtif 
pheir Adrminifimaccn by bringing in to the Public 
Cenſors, from time to 'time, an Account of what 
particular Acts they had done in order to the main- 
caining and aſlerting of their Laws. A moſt whol- 
ſome Conſtitution ! and which our Own Legiſla- 
tors ſeem to have had ſome Eye upon in their Injun- 
Etion annex'd to the late Act concerning Swearing. 
Thus were the great Bleſfings of the Text, Peace, 
Godlineſs. and Honeſty planted and eſtabliſh'd. in 
chat Commonwealth for ſeveral Centuries of Years, 
by the pure Wiſdom of the Government, exerting it- 
ſelf thro the Care and Diligence of the Magiſtrates. 
Indeed one cannot contemplate the State and Man- 
ners of that People, for ſo long as the Reins of 
their Government were held in fteady hands, (for 
| we 
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we may take notice, That as it was the Vigilance of 


the Magiſtrates which rais'd that People to-this pirch 


of: Glory; ſo'-it: was Their ſucceeding Refs 


that! funk themy from. it again') . I ſay,: One can- 
nor contemplate rhe State and Manners of that 
People without ſecing| occaſion to reproach the Ge- 
nerality:of rhe preſent World ; Which; :altho:Chri- 
ſtian and under the Influence of greater Light; Ob- 
ligations, Encouragements, and Afiiſtances, does yet 
fall far ſhorr of: their Common Vertue ; and/run to 
2 Difſolutenels: miſchievous both'ro the Parcicular 
and ro'the Publick z ſuch as Heathen Rome for many 
Ages neither admitted nor ſaw within her Diſtrict. 
A matter - ficter for our Humiliation, than 'our DiC. 
courſes !. / 13172” ; DIMRECTION G7 ure, 
- Bur chere is One Argument which the" Difſoluce- 
neſs of the Age uſually defends itſelf withal, which 
I cannot but reflet upon from this Occafion. 

Let a Man be demanded Why he did any thing 
Hl, and anſwer naturally upon it; heanſwers, That 
he did it for his Pleaſure ; And This is the Truth : 
But a Truth fo reproachful that upon Second 
Thoughts: he will not own it ; And therefore let 
him be charged Conſcienciouſly for the ſame thing, 
and he takes Refuge in the blaming of Nature; and 
ſeeks to diſcharge himſelf from the Scandal by lay- 
ing it upon that Corruption wich which he was 
Born ; not upon that which he has Contra&ted. But 
unleſs we could alledge That the Roman People 

| C3 (I have 


| 


16' FPietys Adarefs to the: Magiſtrate. 
(I have been ſpeaking of ) were born Exempt from 
the Propenfions of Common Nature, It appears that 
the Charging Nature with this Iflue of: Corruption, 
is no other than a Calumny ;' For we Impute that 
ro Nature, which is owing purely to want of Diſci- 
pline: Nor is it that Corruption we Derive, but 
that which:we Nurſe -up and  Cultjvate by: Indul-: 
gent praftice, which produces ſuch a.common De- 
pravation of Manners; The Remiſineſs of Superi- 
ours Concurring;in. the mean time to the Effect. 
| I proceed to my Second Head, which is,;/To con- 
fider the Proper Matter of the Magiſtrates Charge. - 
By Magilirace (in this place) I mean the Sub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates, to Whom the Execution of the 
Laws is committed ; with Whom my preſent buſj- 
neſs lyes, and upon Whom our Hope of procuting 
the forementioned Bleſſings chiefly depends. For 
altho Kings arc joyned wich Them in the Text, yet 
my Argument will not be weak, if I impute the 
Whole effet ro Thoſe of This Order : Becauſe 
whatſoever Good is derivable to the Publick from 
good Conſtitutions, it can be derived Immediate- 
(7 by none but the Subordinate Powers : The Su- 
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preme being as the Head, whole Office ic is to pre» 
{cribe; the Subordinate as the Hands, whole Office 
it is to apply ; and it is the Application only that 
brings the benefit, or works the Cure. $o that the 
Remiſinels of Interiour Magiſtrates will at any time 


abſolutely Void all the Care and Wiſdom of Kings 
and Legillators. | Con- 
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Concerning Theſe Magiſtrates therefore I aſſerc, 
That their Charge requires them: to: take reſpeRive 
and diſtin Care of Peace, Godlineſs 'and Honeſty : 
And who can doubt ic when he reflects .'That theſe 
are the Bleſſings which by a ſedulons Adminiſtra- | 
tion'they may procure; and that God's Providence | 
deſigns no leſs in their very Inſticucion than that chey, 
ſhould procure them ? | 

They that conſider Leaſt what is the Charge of 
2 Magiſtrate, will pronounce. him obliged to take 
care of Peace; ''and to protect Men from: Ads of 
Violence and Injuſtice : And if the Magiſtrate be (u- 
pine in This part of his: Province, he ſhall be 


' awaken'd by the Complaints of thoſe that ſuffer. 


Bur in the mean time There are Other Acts againſt 
Godlmeſs and Honeſty, as much Criminal in them- 
ſelves, as much Miſchievous to the Publick, and as 
much Prohibiced by the Laws as the Former ; which 
yet uſually pals without cither Complaint or -Aven- 
ger; and in reſpe& of which it ſeems to be the 
common Vote That the Magiſtrates Authority ſhould 
lye aſleep and be paſſive. Whether it be Thar, al- 
tho men would have thieir Properties guarded, yer 
they would not have their Vertues guarded, they 
would be at Liberty. to looſe Theſe when they think 
fir : Or whether ic be Thar, if Property. be guarded, 
Men think Themſelves ſufhcient 5 the Guard of 
their own Manners and Conſciences : For Man 1s 


an over-weening Creature, and full of obſtinate 
Concelt ; 
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Conceit i; Infomuch that ſcarce any 'among the looſe 
and vicious:bur think themſelves Wiſe enqugh,-and 
Able:enough:to make''themfelves as Good as they 
pleaſe, wing any other's Help. And therefore as 
He in the Poer ſays of Jupiter 

Det Vitam, det Opes, ſanam mihi animam Ipſe parabo,, 
Let God give me-Life and'Fortunes, Twill give my ſelf a 
Good mind ; So moſt are ready to ſay of the Magi- 
ſtrate, Let Him take care of my Safety and my Rights, 
I will take care of my Manners and 'my Revgion: | But 
Both are equal Miſtakes ; - For:as Human Nature 
canriot be made cruly Good without the Addiſtance of 
God ; fo neither can it be reſtrain'd trom'the utmoſt 
extravagance of 111 without the awful Vigilance and 
Animadverſion of the Magiſtrate,” © 1 | 

Whereas therefore the Laws of our Government 
have made a due Proviſion not only againſt Felonjes, 
Treaſons, Larcenies, Batteries and the like, which are 
* uſually proſecuted; but likewiſe againſt other Immo- 
ralities, which are as uſually over-look'd ; ſuch as Idle- 
neſs, Intemperance, Debauchery, Wizardiſm, Sorcery, 
Fortune-telling,Swearing,Profanencls, Neglect of Di- 
vine Offices, and all 'wild Opinions in Religion that 
either blaſpheme or ſubvert the eſtabliſh'd Truth ; 
It may be opportune to Enquire Whether thele 
Crimes may poſibly be reſtrained by any Other 
Means than that of the Magiſtrates Coercive power ? 
For, if ſo; This may (fo F excuſe the Magiſtrates 
Care in theſe matters : Bur, if not ; Their not being 
reſtrained 
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reſtrained will affect the Magiſtrates Conſcience more 
than all are aware of. 47h L; 
'Perhaps it may be monght That 'the Power of the 
Goſpel; and the Grace of 'God, and the Vigilance of the 
Church may be a ſufficient Means to reſtrain theſe 
Crimes in a Chriſtian'State : / Let'us ſee then what 
Iſſue may reaſonably be expected from Theſe ſeveral 
Means; And (1.) From the Power of the Goſpel. 
If Laws could do the Work, none certainly were 
needful but Thoſe of Chrift ; which tye all men ſo 
expreſly to the Offices of their reſpective Starjons,that 
the Obſervance of Theſe would void all other' Pro- 


vifion both for the Vertue, and the Tranquilliry of | 
the World : Or could ſimple Sanctions enforce Laws, | 


none can'be ſo 'moving as the Two, Interminable 
ſtates of Heaven and Hell, wherewith' the Precepts 
of the Goſpel recommend themſelves to our Obſer- 
vance; Bur alas! we find that men make no difh- 
culty ro trample upon the Laws of Chriſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the Vencablengh of their Author, and the 
Moment of their Sanctions, as well as upon thoſe of 
human Conftitution : For altho their Sanctions are 
fo Important, yet the'Execution of them is Remote; 
And men are made fo Shortfighted by che Imporw- 
nicy of their prefent Apperites, that Threatnings at 
ſuch a diftance affe&t them'no more, than the Penal- 
ties of Our Laws would do, ſhould they not be exe- 
cuted at all. And therefore Solomon's Determination 
may ſtill hold, Thar {in is reſtrainable by no poſlible 
means 
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means -but that of a Speedy. Execution, . Eccl.. 8..-11. 

Indeed ſome have pretended to be of, Opinion, That 
the Goſpel is the. only Law, and Chryſt the only Ma- 
giſtrate that is either Needful or, Lawful among Chri: 


 ſtians : For this was the Reaſon why the Anabaptiſts 


held Magiſtracy to be Unlawful, bectuſe it was a Re- 
proach to the Laws 2nd Goveramentof Chriſt to-pre- 
ſume that: Chriſtians had need of any Other. But 
never.-was Doctrine more effeually confuted than 
This of Theirs was from their Own Example ; For 
never did. Magiſtracy appear to be more neceſſary ia 
the World, than it did at that time, to ſuppreſs the 
Impieties of thoſe Men, who had decry'd it as Necd- 
leſs and Unlawful. | 

The Convictions and Precepts and Motives of the 
Goſpel (whichis all we can mean by its Internal Pow- 
er) we {cedaily over-born by the Tide of human Cor- 
ryption. Burt then Itis True, ( 2.) That the Goſpel 
has an Aſiſting Power ( viz.) the Grace of God : And 
where That takes place, we may not doube of a bet- 
ter flue. 

But in the mean time we ought well to conſider 
Whatit is we mean by the Grace of God : Mean we 
a powerchat will ravith men from the boſom of their 
corrupt Inclinations, and force them to be Good in 
ſpite of their Reluctancy ? This indeed would void 
both Laws and Magiſtrates, and render them Uſeleſs. 
Bur if we will ſpeak true Senſe we can mean no other 
by the Grace of God than a Sandtifying Principle, 
| that 
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thar-joyns it ſelf to, and cooperates with the Series 
of Ordinary Means ; of which Means the Coercive 
ower of the Magiſtrate is one of the Chief. Ir is 
an uſual _—__— concerrting flagitious and looſe 
living men that They want the Grace of God ; Now if 
we mean thereby that God had debarr'd ſuch men 
from the diſtributions of his Grace, Our Judgment 
is Contumelious to God ; Or if we mean that the 
Grace of God would Forcibly make ſuch men Good, 
Our 0%. ang is Erroneous and Falle : Allthe Truth 
therefore that can be couched under that Expreſſion 
is only this; That ſuch Men for want of -thoſe 
purging Fears, which ought to be wrought in them 
y their Own Conſideration, or (for want of that) 
by the wholſome Coercion of the Magiſtrate, do 
extinguiſh and make void that Grace of God, which 
has been offered to them In and With the diſpenſari- 
on of the Goſpel ; Offered to them (I ſay) equally as 
to others, but wanted ſucceſs, becauſe Diſcipline 
was wanting to concur with the Operation. Where- 
as therefore in Scripture the Ordinary Means to Good- 
neſs are called the Grace of God, as well as that Di- 
vine Energy which cooperates with theſe Means ; So 
we ought to look upon a Good Magiltracy, and a 
Due Execution of the Laws, to be a great part of the 
Grace of God to any people: As on the contrary, 
a Remiſs Adminiſtratiorf is no other than a Judg- 
ment, which makes all Gods other Grace to be be- 
Rowed in vain upon the generality of Mankind. $ 
| D Let 


22" TPietys Addreſs to the Magiſtrate. 
Let us ſee (3.) In what meaſure the Yigilance of 
the Church may be hoped to ſupply the Defect in this 
Cafe. | | 
What Influence the Church can have upon the 
Manners of Men confiſts in the Methods of Exhort- | 
ing, Rebuking and Cenfuring.: All which-after once 
men have waſted their Conſciences, or taken a looſe I 
beyond the Decency of Behaviour, become the molt 
Deſpiſable chings in the World. How weak was that 
Voice of Old Eli and how Incompetent to reftrain a 
Hophni and Phineas, when he cryed, Why do you. ſuch 
things? Nay my Sons ! for it is no good Report that T hear 
of Yon. * Now the Voice of an Eccleſtaftick in ns; 
proper Elevation, ſcarce amounts to be Louder than 
Fhis; or if it be heightned with the thunder of Gods 
Menaces, yet it will be contemned by 2 hardy Sin- 
ner as caſty as thar of Ek was; Bur it cannot be fo 
| Criminal as that of El: was; becauſe Eli was a Magi- 
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ftrare as well as a Prieft, and therefore could haye 
fpoke with a more Effetual voice, and ſuch as would 
havereached more fenfibly home. 

The Power of the Miniſtry is no more than Per- 
fualive; Bur ſtubborn Nature will not often be 
perfuaded, there is need of Force : And ſay not 


/ 


no Vertucor Religion, when Forc'd, are nethi 
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worth; What is begun in Force, may end in Choice; 
What is begun in Fear, may end tm Love ; atho 
without Force and Fear it would.haye begun. But» /# 
tuppofing that YVertue thus Forced ſhould never ar- 


rive 
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rive tothe State of Choice and Love ; yer ſtill This 
Good would follow, that the Magiſtrate had done his 
Part; Beſides thac, it isno ſmall advantage to the 
common Cauſe of Virtue That men can be 
brought to be at leaft Good Fiypocrites. 

I know the Paſtors Exemplary Care and Circum- 
ſpecion is always neceſſary (Contempt be upon him 
that makes Apology for the DefeCtive,) But ſtill 
This is a Means inlufficient to Reform: For where 
Senle comes to govern more than Conſcience, chere 
He that: comes armed with Mulcts and CorreQions 
s the only Edifying Man. ": 

To ſay how Ineffectual the Cenſures of che Qharch 
would be towards this Purpoſe, were only to bring 
under Your Contempſation a deplorable Scandal : 
Who would care for being turned out of the Church, 
of thole who ſcem Careleſs whether they are ever 
In 2 And as for the Farther Proceſs in that Cale, 
we have ſcen enough of its Conſequences, to make 
us wiſh for Any, rather than That Invidious and. 
Succelilels Method. 

As therefore the Publick Cry is for Reformation 
of Manners, to ſee Godlineſs and Honeſty advanced 
in common practice, and the Fruit of Peace ſpring- 
ing out happily from that ſtable root ; So we can- 
nor . but turn our Eyes upon You that are the 
Magiſtrates; I mean Expreſſ You that are the Ju- 
ſtices of Peace, as being inveſted above all other Ma- 
giltrates with the moſt competent Means and _— 
D 2 0 
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of procuring this End. No other Hand can cure 
our Sore; No other hand can reach it but only 
Yours. Without You, all our whollome Laws are 


like a Box of Medicines well prepared, bur chen 


locked up, while the Diſeaſes ſpread and reign for 
want of Application. Without You, Majelty it- 
felf is made Impotent, and can only deplore our dif- 
orders, but not poſhibly redreſs them. And what's 
« we may expect from Judges and their Circuits ? 
They are neceſſary indeed ſo far as their Buſineſs ex- 
tends ; but utterly unable to reach the Root of our 
Evil: For to what Purpoſe of Reformation is the 
Cutting off ſome Few, Signal, overgrown Weeds ; 
while ſuch multitudes are ſtill growing up in the 
Nurſeries of Idleneſs, Debauchery and * Tata 
Here it is, in Thele Nurſeries that Vice is to be ſup- 
preſt ; and Greater Crimes mercifully prevented by 
Animadverſton upon the firſt Buddings. of them in 
their Remoter Caules. 

"Tis You we pray for inour Common Liturgy ; 
That you may have Grace to execute Juſtice, and to main- 
tain Truth : And again, That You may truly and indif- 
ferently miniſter Juſtice to the Puniſhment of Wickednefs 
and Vice, and to the Maintenance of Gods true Religion 
and Vertue : What we pray that You mzy do, ſuffer 
us to pray to do: Lend Your beſt Aſſiſtance to this 
Cauſe of Vertue and Religion ; Which is God's 
Service, and Your Charge, and Every man's Blel- 
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As for Vertne, You are able to ſerve it in the 
whole latitude of its Province ; Becauſe the Laws 
have made Every Vice obnoxious to Your Cenlſure : 
All formal Crimes have their puniſhment aſſigned; 
and all ſmaller Miſdemeanours are ſubmitted to your 
Dikcretion ; Inſomuch thart the firſt Seeds of Crimes, 
whether they appear in Lazineſs, Laviſhneſs, Petu- 
lancy, Saucinels, Lying, Contumely, or any other 
kind of Offenſive Behaviour, may ſtand in juſt awe 
of Your Authority, Ir is not ſimply from Puniſh- 
ments (Pecuniary or Corporal) that we expect the 
Succeſs ; Your very Frowns and Rebukes, as on the 
other hand Your Countenance and Favour, when 
diſtributed reſpectively, and: joyned with- Your Ex- 
emplary Steadineſs, will do the greateft part of the 
Work. 

Religion implores your Care eſpecially. in This, 
Fhat there be no Mockers of holy things, no Con- 
tempt of Religious Worſhip, no bold Profanation 
of the Lords Name or Day : Which are Crimes that 
neceſlarily waſt and harden Mens: Conſciences, and 
take off all Awe and reſpe&t of Duty from their - 
minds. In my mention of Religious Worſhip, L 
fpoke not reſtrainedly ro That ot our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, becauſe there are other Allowances by Law; 
But yet I am not blamable if I chiefly intended Thar. 
I hope You are all of Opinion that there is no falſe 
Reaſoning in his Majeſty's Preface to his Late Injun- 


Qions, where he lays ; We are. ſenſible. that nothing can 
more 
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more effeftually conduce to the Honour and Glory of God, 
and to the ſupport of the Proteſtant Religion, than the 
Protefting and Maintaining of the Church of England 
4s it is by Law eſtabliſhed; which we are (therefore) re- 
ſolved to do to the utmoſt of our Power. This Reaſon- 
ing is certainly ſound, as well as it is Authoritatige : 
Nor yet could any Magiſtrate, tho he were other- 
wile perſuaded, be leſs than Perhidious to the Govern- 
ment, if he did not ſhew more regard to that which 
is Eſtabliſhed, than to that which is barely Tole- 
' rated, Nevertheleſs, fince, whatſoever be the Ar- 

uments of Preference between the.particular Ways 
of Worſhip, the Main Point is to be Religious; 
Wholoever is not ſo (Tres, Thriiſve) let bim be made 
ſenſible of Your Diſplealure. 

And (if there be any Love of Chriſt) have a 
Watch upon the Socinian Poyſon : Suffer it not to 
creep into Houſes, and lead Captive (ſhould I ſay Silly 
Women, it would be too much beneath the haughe 
pretences of their Scheme; and therefore 1 ſhall 
chooſe to ſay) Silly Wits; And if there ſcem to be 
any Contradi&tion in the Terms Jet Them anſwer 
for it, who think there be Wir in Blaſpheming, For 
ſo it is that the Wits (ſuch of them as are Prof 
x 6 into this Hypotheſis, as well as the Ignorantand 
Unſtable : Not thac They can have any Concern 
for Religion ; bur becauſe they look upon this Hy- 
potheſis as a Battery raiſed to beat down all Religi- 
on : For what Article is there in Religion wherein 
we 
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we may.not deny the Senſe or Authority of the Scri- 
ptures with as much Reaſon as we can deny the Di- 
vinity of Chrift 2 Which, I defire You to obſerve 
chat it carries in it a Double Blaſphemy ;. the Firſt in 
Aſſerting that Chriſt is not God, and The Second in 
Implyiag, That though be be not God, yet be had an Am- 
bition 10: be Thought to be fo. (For, fince the whole 


tile of the Scripture points plainly as it does, Fhis 


is a Conlcquence which the Socinians can never evade 
by all theis boaſted Happineſs of Interpretation, Be- 
cauſe the more Happy their Interpretations are; the 
| more they demonſtrate This Conſequence.) And 
now laying Thefe Two Impuatioas together, let 
any ane tell me how they can be Tolerate; How 
the Firſt, when charged upoa Him, who thought . it 
es Robbery to be Equal with God; of How the Second, 
when charged upon Him, ho made himſelf of no 
Reputation, and was the Humbleſt of Men. 


- Burif You will ſerve either Verwue or Religion, 


It is neceſſary that You be Vigitant and Active. 
However Juſtice ought ta be Blind, the Juſticiary 
ought ( like thoſe Miniſtring Spirits. about the 
Throne of God) ta be' Full of Eyes ; i.e. he ought 
to be fedulons in Inſpeion and Enquiry into the 
Matters of his Charge. In Offences that happen 
berwixt Man and Man, it is Rational and fit to {tay 
for a Complaint ; Becauſe-rhe Offended Party is fo 
much a Friend to himſelf, that he will be ſure either 
to Complain, or to Forgive; which ( generally 

| {peaking) 
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ſpeaking) is the Better Iſſue : Bur in Offences, where God 
and Piery are barely concerned, there, be the Facts never 
ſo Notorious, 'tis poſſible the Complaints' may be -none-at 
all : And therefore He who will'not proceed-upon Noro- 
riety in theſe Caſes, without :the- Formality of a Com-. 
plainant, will leave himſelf very little Opportuniry ro dif .. 
charge his Truſt: * ME 

Some there are' that deliberate ; Whether a Magiſtrate 
ſhould Chooſe to be Loved, or to be Feared;;. Buri let:nor 
That come under Your deliberation ; Forhe that Chooſes 
Either, has given himſelf a Byaſs, that will certainly 
draw him from being Juſt. A Magiſtrate ought 'to have . * 
no other Proſpect than ſimply That -of doing Juſtice ; 
And He that _ So, may be contented with what will: 
follow ; For he ſhall be Feared by. Ill men, as he.ſhould. 
Wiſh to be; And he ſhall be Loved by God and : Good 
men, Which is all the Love that is Deſirable. | 

*Tis a Noble Work: that I preſume to admoniſh You 
of : and the Incitemerit.isno: Leſfs'So, which offers itſelf to: 
You from the Conſcience of ſerving God, from the Glory. 
of ſerying Your Country, and from the Felicity of ſerying 
Your ſelves; when You conſider what That grear. Ma» 
giſtrate and Prophet Daniel has told us ( Chap. xii: 3.) 
They that turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine like the 


Stars for ever and ever. 


Grant O Lord we beſeech Thee, that the Conrſe of this 
World may be fo pen ordered by thy Governance, 
u 


that. thy Church may. joyfally ſerve Thee in- all Godly 
uietneſs ; through Jeſus Chriſt our Loxd, Amews.' - 
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